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Abstract
Following flooding in the Fitzroy River basin during the 2007/08 wet season the Fitzroy Model Conditions placed tougher restrictions on mine water release. Over the following years, especially during the heavy flooding of 2010/11 it became clear that current regulations and management practices were not effective. Mines continued to accumulate water, which became saltier the longer it was stored and made it more difficult to release in accordance with Environmental Authorities. The Fitzroy River was not being managed in a way that ensured current uses of the river did not extend beyond the river’s ecological limits. Just what the river’s ecological limits are is also difficult to ascertain given its ephemeral nature and the huge climatic variation of the region. In response to these difficulties, the Fitzroy Partnership for River Health was set up. The Partnership is made up of key stakeholders including the Fitzroy Basin Association, mining and agricultural companies, universities and government. One of the main roles of the Partnership is to collate and analyse the variety of data available to create a report card on aquatic ecosystem health under the guidance of an independent scientific panel. The report card is then used to inform and implement new management strategies using an adaptive management cycle. The advantage of using a combination of strategies such as stakeholder partnerships, scientific panels and using available data and assessment methods, as well as tools like adaptive management and report cards helps to build trust and promote transparency in management. Although the Partnership is still in its early days, it shows promise as a management strategy that will maintain the health of the Fitzroy River ecosystem. 
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