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Abstract
Bribie Island is a sand island formed in recent geological times at the northern end of Moreton Bay.  Unlike other Bay islands, Bribie has no rocky “backbone” to give it some stability.  It is kept together only by the hardy vegetation that has adapted to this environment.  Its mean height above sea level is about 4 metres and its peak height is about 12 metres. It is extremely vulnerable to erosion from long-shore currents and storm events and it is estimated that a 1-in-100 year tidal surge would inundate over 60% of existing Bribie dwellings.  The whole island is extremely fragile and vulnerable.  The slightest disruption in one area can have huge consequences over the widest areas.

Bribie Island consists of National Park (about 50%), State Forrest (about 25%), and the rest is freehold.  Bribie supports a permanent population of around 15,000 people and recent projections suggest this population is expected to grow to 30,000+.  
This presentation will highlight that Bribie is already living beyond its ecological limit, and it will examine whether such population growth is sustainable without major degradation and/or permanent destruction of Bribie’s unique environment.  These non-sustainable areas include:  
Water resources:  Bribie’s aquifers are beyond their current limit to supply the existing population
Waste treatment:  Bribie’s treatment plant is beyond capacity and during high inflows is discharging untreated sewage into the on-shore and offshore Ramsar-protected areas
Foreshore erosion: Foreshore vegetation has been extensively removed in recent years to improve sea views for residents.  This has caused major foreshore erosion loss leaving the remaining dunes most vulnerable
Threatened species:  Vegetation clearing has resulted in increased sediment load and degradation of offshore seagrass areas.  This, combined with the loss of foreshore habitat, has placed at risk some of the highly endangered local populations.
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