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Abstract

All across Australia, environmental laws are being rolled back to allow increasing destruction of the natural world.  Protect the Bush Alliance (PBA) was founded in Queensland in 2012 to advocate for the protection of high conservation value areas and to identify and encourage activities that improve the understanding of their biodiversity and other environmental values. This presentation will give an overview of the work we undertake and some of the challenges we face.  

PBA represents the majority of conservation-based organisations in Queensland and pools their resources throughout the state to conduct comprehensive surveys of properties of high conservation value that are at risk.  

Our primary strategy is to provide solid scientific facts and irrefutable data, by using proven and accepted methods, so that we can convince government officials that conserving areas of high conservation value is more beneficial both ecologically and economically in the long term than destroying them for short-term gain.  If government officials do not respond to our findings in a logical manner, we intend that our membership will include sufficient numbers to ensure that our collective voice is heard loudly and clearly, all over the land, as this is the way a true democracy functions.
The organisation is run by volunteers and carries out the following work:
· Examine proposed changes to conservation legislation and submit recommendations (e.g. Nature Conservation Act, Vegetation Management Act and EPBC Act

· Conduct biodiversity surveys of areas of high conservation value that are under exploration for coal mining in the Galilee Basin. Surveys have already been conducted on Bimblebox Nature Refuge and Apsey property (purchased in 2012 as National Park)
· Conduct biodiversity surveys of Priority State Forests to fill information gaps before development begins
· Contribute input into the development of Regional Plans
· Assess the impact of grazing in national parks

· Assess potential impacts of various other activities in areas of high conservation value.
