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Abstract
'Environmental offsets' refer to measures that compensate for the residual adverse impacts of a development on the environment, if those impacts could not be avoided or mitigated. In Queensland there are multitudes of developments both mining and coastal developments affecting the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area, that have gained Federal approval with environmental offsets as part of the conditions of approval. But how does nature fare in such a system which allows clearing of vulnerable ecosystems in return for sometimes uncertain compensation such as research? Offsets in controversial cases that have received Federal approval, such as Curtis Island LNG plant, are compared to the requirements for successful offsets. Many of those examples show a lack of environmental equivalence between the damage and the offset and a lack of ongoing security for achievement of the offset. This paper will argue it is not enough to give nature procedural rights such as legal standing to enforce the law: that will not assist ecology. Rather, the concept of offsetting ecological damage and the notion of ecological equivalence needs to be rethought in its impacts on the ecological limits for human and other species and the rights of those species.
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