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Abstract

In recent history and within current institutional practices are examples of government and other institutional programs espousing collaborative frameworks and inclusive policy strategies that purport to empower civil society through a collaborative governance approach. Actual outcomes, however, are all too often the antithesis of the professed policy objectives, with many of the experiences of First Nations Peoples, as well as a rising number of their rural community counterparts (i.e. mining and water issues) impacted by the lack of genuine designated places to participate in meaningful discussions exploring platforms and developing ideas about Earth Jurisprudence.
As Aboriginal land (including Native Title) and pastoral land title in Australia accounts for at least 76% of the landmass, with fragile agro-ecological systems dominating the landscape, in this urban-dominated country (89% urbanized population), such policies ultimately demand that First Nation Peoples and rural people deliver environmentally, socially and culturally responsible outcomes on behalf of all Australians. A common denominator between First Nations Peoples and rural communities is a pre – existing relationship with the ecological environment, albeit from different cultural perspectives. Yet recent Government policies and industry practices arising from institutional governance too often exclude the experiences and inherent knowledge found within these perspectives. Does collaborative governance inform earth jurisprudence, or conversely, do ideas of earth jurisprudence inform strategies for collaborative governance?
Identifying components to earth jurisprudence may have purview within law and legal structures, but who’s law does this refer to? Is this law socially equitable and genuinely inclusive of the current custodians and stewards? Do current legal and institutional structures provide recognition for the cultural and social capital found within First Nations and Rural Communities?
Institutional environments are often antithetical to those innovative collaborative systems pivotal in addressing the many environmental, social and cultural issues that challenge our very survival, as well as being foundational to a true understanding of earth jurisprudence. This paper will explore some current collaborative governance regimes through case studies of rural communities and First Nations Peoples of Australia and North America, highlighting experiences that reveal emerging ideas for more inclusive practices critical to conversations for identifying shared understandings of earth jurisprudence. 
Highlighting these experiences, this paper will explore current policy environments that help identify key attributes and principles required for genuine collaborative innovation, as well as identifying future research needed to discern what may constitute a more comprehensive and genuine collaborative governance model, inclusive of strategies to participatory foundations for First Nations Peoples, Rural and wider community members.
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